MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
than defend the cause of his fellow Barbarians.1 His daughter
Amalasontha was completely Romanized.2 Theodabat, his son-in-
law, boasted that he was a follower of Plato.3
And even among the Burgundi, what a fine type of national
king was Gondebaud (480-516), who in 47%, after the death of
Ricimer, succeeded to him as patrician of the Emperor Olybrius,
and on the death of the latter had Glycerius made Emperor,4 and
then, in 480, himself succeeded to his brother Chilperic as king
of the Burgundi!
According to Schmidt,6 he was highly cultivated, eloquent, and
learned, was interested in theological questions, and was constantly
in touch with Saint Avitus.
It was the same with the Vandal kings. And among the Visigoths,
the same development may be remarked. Sidonius praises the
culture of Theodoric II. Among his courtiers he mentions the
minister Leo, historian, jurist and poet, and Lampridius, professor
of rhetoric and a poet.6 It was Theodoric II who in 455 made
Avitus Emperor. These kings were entirely divorced from the old
traditions of their peoples; it was left to Charlemagne to revive
them.
And among die Franks there was the royal poet Chilperic.7
As time went on the process of Romanization became accen-
tuated. Gautier8 remarks that after Genseric the Vandal kings
re-entered the orbit of the Empire. Among the Visigoths, Romani-
zation made constant progress. By the end of the 6th century
Arianism had everywhere disappeared.
Once again, it was only in the North that Germanism held its
own, together with paganism, which was not extirpated there
until the yth century. When the Austrasian armies entered Italy in
aid of the Ostrogoths they disgusted the latter,9 who would pro-
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